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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rom EP 0589552 A2 
Consider claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches an Access Point device and method of network 
management in a network comprising a plurality of access points comprising: monitoring a 
communication channel between a mobile device and a first access point(e.g., see col. 4 lines 53- 
56, col. 5 lines 12-13 and col. 5 lines 27-30), at the first access point to determine whether a 
trigger event occurs(e.g., col. 5 lines 28-30 and col. 5 lines 39-41)(i.e., determination made 
solely by the access point), if the trigger event is determined to have occurred(e.g., see col.5 
line 49)(i.e., if the handoff is deemed necessary): sending a switch-assessment request from the 
first access point to one or more other access points of the plurality of access points(e.g., see 
col.6 lines 4-9)(i.e., determined through communication), receiving a switch-assessment 
response from at least one of the one or more other access points(e.g., see col.6 lines 4-9)(i.e., 
determined through communication), selecting a select access point from the at least one of 
the one or more other access points based on the switch-assessment response(e.g., see col.6 lines 
4-9)(i.e., determined through communication), sending a switch-command from the first 
access point to the mobile device(e.g., see col. 2 lines 28-30 and col. 6 lines 51-55) to establish a 
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communication channel between the mobile device and the select access point(col. 6 lines 54- 
55)(i.e., handoff accomplished). 

Consider claims 2 and 12 and as applied to claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches wherein the 
trigger event is based at least in part on at least one of: a signal strength of communications from 
the mobile device an error rate associated with communications to the mobile device, and traffic 
through the first access point(e.g., see col. 4 lines 53-56). 

Consider claims 3, 13 and 20 and as applied to claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches the 
claimed invention further including determining a direction of movement of the mobile device, 
and wherein the trigger event is based at least in part on the direction of movement of the mobile 
device (i.e., geographic location or predicted path with regarded to moving towards or 
away from an access point)(e.g., see col. 5 lines 10-15). 

Consider claims 4 and 14 and as applied to claims 3 and 13, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention further including receiving other information at the first access point regarding 
communications from the mobile device and determining the direction of movement based at 
least in part on this other information (e.g., information regarding signal quality)(col. 5 lines 
25-30). 

Consider claims 5 and 15 and as applied to claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention further including providing configuration information to the mobile device to facilitate 
establishing the communication channel between the mobile device sand the select access point 
(e.g., see col. 6 lines 27-39 and col. 6 lines 51-55). 
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Consider claims 6 and 16 and as applied to claims 5 and 15, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention further including receiving the configuration information from the select access point 
(e.g., see col. 6 lines 27-39 and col. 6 lines 51-55). 

Consider claim 7 and as applied to claim 1, Rom teaches the claimed invention further, 
further including sending periodic messages from the mobile device to the first access point to 
facilitate the monitoring of the communications channel between the mobile device and the first 
access point (e.g., the signal strength/ traffic data constantly transmitted by the mobile 
device, i.e., beacons e.g., are also well known in the art)(col. 4 lines 53-56) 

Consider claims 8 and 17 and as applied to claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention wherein sending the switch-assessment request includes sending parameters associated 
with the mobile device to the one or more other access points (e.g., see col. 5 lines 49-57 and 
col. 6 lines 40-55). 

Consider claims 9 and 18 and as applied to claims 8 and 17, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention wherein selecting the select access point is based at least in part on at least one of: a 
compatibility between the mobile device and the select access point, traffic at the select access 
point traffic of the mobile device, and a predicted path of the mobile device(e.g., see col. 5 lines 
49-57 and col. 6 lines 40-55). 

Consider claims 10 and 19 and as applied to claims 1 and 11, Rom teaches the claimed 
invention further including defining an access classification associated with the mobile device 
and at least one of the one or more other access points of the plurality of access points and 
selecting the select access point based at least in part on the access classification(e.g., see col. 5 
lines 49-57 and col. 6 lines 40-55). 
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Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

ROM US Patent No.: 6,360, 264 Bl 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLES SHEDRICK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8621 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harper Paul can be reached on (57 1 )-272-7605. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/VINCENT P. HARPER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

/Charles Shedrick/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
May 9, 2008 
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